Comprehensive rehabilitation after total laryngectomy is more than voice alone.
Comprehensive rehabilitation after total laryngectomy is more than voice alone. The removal of the larynx and the subsequent disconnection of the upper and lower airways not only has consequences for the vocal function but also for the respiratory system, and for the olfactory acuity of the patient. The results of the research program on these three subjects in the Netherlands Cancer Institute over the last 12 years are discussed in detail along with some of the relevant other literature on the topics. The considerable progress in these areas over the last 2 decades has clearly improved the quality of life of laryngectomized patients.